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must produce synthetic substitutes for natural com-
modities. That in itself is no bad thing, but it would, in
many cases be truer economy if the search were dhected to
the production of totally new ai tides of higher quality and
value; to the discovery of new modes of power with less
cumbrous units; or to experimenting on the boider lines of
the various sciences, on that living growing edge of things
where biology meets physics and chemistiy, and where both
can come to terms with sociology.

If the object of science is to promote human wclfaic,
through the delights of knowledge, thiough closer contact
with reality, and through the mabtcry of Nature in the
interests of man, then to turn scientists from widei tasks to
the mere increase of profits for individual fnms by reduction
of working costs, or to make one nation independent of
another for purposes of wdr, is to piostilute science (o com-
mercial gain or narrow national interest. The nobler
aspects of science, together with its international character,
depart.

Science is faced with two alternatives, and two alone.
Two masters seek her allegiance. The capitalist otdcr,
which has little use for her now save in the matter of wat.
That way lie scientific decadence and death. The socialist
order} with its complete and large-scale planning for
maximum output, with its eager welcome for every con-
tribution which science can give, and with its willingness
to equip science and the scientist more amply for the
purpose of peace than capitalism for the purpose of war,
Science must choose, and the choice is a matter of life or
death.